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Voter turnout under close

scrutiny of BMC officials

Richa.Pinto@timesofindia.com

{ Mumbai: Voter turnout in
: Mumbai for the assembly
: election on Wednesday will
¢ be under close scrutiny, con-
: sidering an administrative
: change brought in for prepa-
¢ ringfor thiselection. For the
: first time, Election Commis-
¢ sion of India appointed the
¢ municipal commissioner as
¢ the District Election Officer
: forbothdistrictsinthecity.

Also, all four additional

: commissioners of BMC,
: with collectors of Mumbai
¢ City and Mumbai Suburban
¢ districts have been designa-
¢ ted ‘additional district elec-
¢ tion officers’. The new struc-
¢ ture has seven senior IAS of-
¢ ficers overseeing the poll
: process in Mumbai. Earlier,
¢ collectorsof Mumbai Subur-
: ban and Mumbai City inde-
¢ pendently handled the role
¢ of district election officers.

In the recent Lok Sabha

i elections, Mumbai recorded
¢ 52.4% voter turnout — a de-
¢ cline from the 55.4% turnout
i in 2019. This assembly poll
: will test if the new setup im-
i pacts voter participation.

Officialssaid themainre-

i ason for this change is that
{ BMC has experience of wor-
: king for providing civic ser-
: vicesand facilities. BMC has
i jurisdiction over the twodis-
¢ tricts. Unlike BMC, the dis-
i trict administrations lack
¢ extensive
: and manpower
¢ acrossall partsof Mumbai.

infrastructure
needed

“Therefore, Election

: Commission of India (ECI)
¢ has handed over responsibi-
¢ lity of election operations to
¢ BMC, with both district ad-
¢ ministrations appointed to
: support it. So, compared to
¢ past elections, a larger and
: more responsive admini-
: strative team is available
¢ now to serve voters in Mum-
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Addressing complaints of long queues during Lok Sabha polls, seating
arrangements have been made at some polling booths this time. This
photo shows a Worli municipal school, which serves as a poll station
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bai,” said an official invol-
ved in the process.

As per ECI directives,
this year, each polling sta-
tion in Mumbai will be equ-
ipped with assured mini-
mum facilities for voters
drinking water, designated
seating arrangements for
persons inqueue, waitingro-
oms, fans, adequate light,
drinking water arrange-
ments in queues, clean toi-
lets, trash bins, wheelchairs,
and ramps for persons with
disabilities (PwD), and mo-
re. In case of tents set up in
open areas, strength and qu-
ality will be ensured. To assi-
st with crowd management
at polling stations, volunte-
ers are being appointed. If
there are multiple polling
stations in the same vicinity,

a colour-coding system will :
be used to avoid confusion, :
ensuring voters know exact- i

ly which centretogoto.

The two districts have a :
total of 23,927 PwD voters.To :
ensure that these voters vote :
without inconvenience, spe- :
cialarrangementshavebeen :

made under ECI directives.

Further, to increase tur- :
nout, several campaigns are :
beingorganised. Onesuchis :
‘Know Your Polling Station’ :
aimed at raising awareness
of polling stations. Under :
this campaign, Booth Level :
Officers have visited voters’ :
homes to inform about any :
change in polling station lo- :
cation. Also, a letter witha :
QR code providing polling :
station details has been dis- :

tributed to each voter:

7,389 HOARDINGS
REMOVED IN 48
HOURS BY BMC

MUMBAI: 7,389 illegal banners,
posters, flags and hoardings
were removed in the last 48
hours by the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC)
after the model code of conduct
came into force for the Novem-
ber 20 assembly polls.

In a release issued on Thurs-
day, BMC said its licensing
department initiated a special
drive from October 15 in this
regard after the Election Com-
mission of India announced the
poll schedule for the state. A
total of 942 posters, 817 boards,
596 hoardings, 3,703 banners
and 1,331 flags across Mumbai
have been removed during this
drive, the release informed.

BMC commissioner-cum-ad-
ministrator Bhushan Gagrani,
who is also district election offi-
cer for Mumbai city and subur-
ban districts, has directed offi-
cials to strictly enforce the model
code of conduct and has urged
political parties to obtain per-
missions for displaying banners
and hoardings, it added.

The release said additional
manpower has been deployed to
ensure continuous action
against unauthorized political
advertisements during the elec-
tion period.

PTI
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BMC, corporates
launch first
Suvidha centre

Mumbai: The BMC, Hindus-
tan Unilever Limited (HUL)
and JSW Foundation, as part
of their initiative to establish
10 new Suvidha centres in
Mumbali, on Thursday
launched the first such facility
in Jagruti Nagar, Ghatkopar.
The Suvidha centres are de-
signed to address the compre-
hensive hygiene, and sanita-
tion needs of low-income com-
munities, offering all essential
services under one roof. mw

‘Keep an eye on
freebies, sale of
liquor and gold’

Mumbai: With assembly polls
less than a month away, dis-
trict election officer and BMC
commissioner Bhushan Gag-
ranion Tuesday directed secu-
rity and enforcement agencies
in the city toremain vigilant.
At a review meeting with
agencies such as I-T depart-
ment, stateexcise, ED, revenue
intelligence, Narcotics Cont-
rol Bureau, customs and coast
guard, Gagrani pushed for
prompt action over suspicious
activities. He asked them to
monitor activities involving
money exchange, narcotics,
the sale of liquor, gold and sil-
ver, as well as hawala transac-
tions. The focus should be on
seats sensitive to financial
transactions, and distribution
of liquor and freebies, he said.
Gagrani sought appoint-
ment of nodal coordinators
and joint teams at checkposts.
He asked Airports Authority
of Indiatogive informationon
‘non-scheduled flights’ to
Mumbai police and I-T depart-
ment. RTO was asked to set up
aseparate control room. Tnn
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Retailers, restaurants offer
discounts to boost voting

Sabah Virani

Sabah.virani@hindustantimes.com

MUMBALI: The city is notorious
for its apolitical population that
prefers to skip voting, as evi-
denced by the 52% voter turnout
in the 2024 Lok Sabha elections,
and 50.67% turnout in the previ-
ous Vidhan Sabha elections held
in 2019. To address this persist-
ent challenge, municipal com-
missioner Bhushan Gagrani
recently convened a meeting
with representatives from major
retail, restaurant, hotel, and
entertainment establishments.
The goal: to offer attractive dis-
counts to voters, encouraging
them to cast their ballots in
assembly elections.

The meeting, held last Friday,
brought together the Federation
of Retail Traders Welfare Associ-
ation (FRTWA), the Retailers
Association of India (RAI), the
Indian Hotels and Restaurant
Association (AHAR), Reliance
Retail, and INOX cinemas. Lead-
ers from these groups are opti-
mistic that incentives could
drive greater civic participation.

“Mumbai has had a chroni-
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Roopam store near CSMT is

offering adiscount. HTPHOTO
cally low voter turnout, so the
BMC asked us if we could use
our shops to raise awareness
and motivate people to vote,”
said Viren Shah, president of the
FRTWA, which represents
around 350,000 small and medi-
um-sized retail outlets across the
city. “If shops and cinemas in
every locality offer discounts, we
hope to see a 5-10% increase in
turnout. This is our first time
organising such a campaign, so
it will be a test.”

When Shah checked what the
retail shops under the FRTWA
felt about the idea of discounts
before the meeting, he was met
with a 30% positive response. To
set forth the path, his own

clothes wear shop Roopam has
announced their discount
through a massive banner avail-
able for voting day and the day
after, November 20 and 21 at
their showroom in Crawford
Market with the tagline, “Every
vote builds the future.”

AHAR, representing 8,000
restaurants, bars, and hotels, has
announced that around 4,000 of
its members will offer voting-re-
lated discounts of 5% to 20% on
voting day and the day after, for
those who show proof of voting.
Although unconfirmed, INOX is
reportedly offering a “buy one,
get one free” ticket promotion
for voters.

“It isn'tabout the discount or
offers, but the repeated signs on
stores that will create recall and
possibly compel citizens to visit
the poll booth on a fated day,”
said Kumar Rajagopalan, CEO of
RAI. He estimates RAI has
between 20,000 and 25,000
retail stores in Mumbai of the
60,000 it has overall, and most
will contain visible reminders of
the election, having done the
same for Lok Sabha elections.

With inputs from Linah Baliga
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QR CODETO GIVE INFO POLLING STATION
No mobile phones inside

polling booths: BMC chief

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI OCTOBER 17

BRIHANMUMBAI MUNICIPAL
Corporation { BMC) commis-
sioner BhushanGagrani, also the
district election officer for
Mumbai and its suburbs,
Wednesday said mobile phones
willnotbe allowed inside polling
booths in the Maharashtra
Assembly elections 2024.

“Voterscan either leavetheir
phones at home or they can
hand them over at the secunity
counter before entering the
polling booth. The phones will
be returned to them once they
come out after casting their
vote," Gagrani added.

During the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, there was confusionamong
votersas some polling stations al-
lowed cell phones inside the
booth while somedid not

Gagrani also said BMC ward

offices aredelivering pamphlets
with QRcodestoresidents, con-
taining necessary information
about polling stations.

“Taking lessons from the re-
cently concluded Lok Sabha elec-
tions, we are following a decen-
tralised approach to ensure
maximum crowdcontrol and bet-
ter handling of people. Eachpolling
station will be equipped with ba-
sic facilities ke drinking water, tor
lets, seating arrangements, and
waiting rooms,"” Gagrani said. He
abo said the BMCiscanryingouta
survey to identify vulnerable
polling booths, and removing po-
litical posters andhoardings from
public property.

Mumbai will have 10071
polling stations with 7574 in the
suburbs and 2,537 in the island
city. There are 36 constituencies
in Mumbai, with Chandivali hav-
ing the highest number of voters
at4.46 lakh, and Wadala (2.04
lakh) the lowest.
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District Election Officer Bhushan Gagrani addresses the meeting

Civic chief takes
stock of poll prep

Election staff to visit homes across city
to inform citizens about polling stations

A CORRESPONDENT
mailbag@mid-day.com

ELECTION staff will
visit every house-
hold in Mumbai

to inform voters

about  polling
stations. District No.
Election Officer
and clvic chief,
Bhushan Gagra-
nl held a meeting on
Friday to review Assembly
election preparations. Civ-
ic officials, collectors and
police officers artended the
meeting.

An official from the elec-
tion department said it has
been decided that the num-
ber of voters at each sta-
tion will be limited to 1,250,
which was earlier 1,500. “So

‘The regular booth of
voters will change. We
have decided to visit every
household to tell voters
about the new arrange-
ments for voting’

An election department official

of voters per
polling station

the regular booths of voters
will change. We have decid-
ed to visit every household
to tell voters about
the new arrange-
ments for voting.
it will also help
us increase the
voting percent-
age” the official
said. There will
also be an increase
in the number of
polling  stations near
voters' residences.

According to reports, there
were crowds at a few polling
stations due to the large
numbers of voters, “Rational-
isation of voters at the booth
will help to reduce crowd-
ing," the official said.

Gagrani has asked officers
to carry a copy of the list of
housing socleties allowed
to set up polling stations on
their premises.

The civic chief stressed
that the voter list be up-
dated as soon as possible
and citizens be provided
polling stations close to
their residences.



mid-day

‘Rule prohibiting phones near
polling booths still stands’

Civic chief says average number of voters for
each booth will be 800 to 1,000
. K

SAMEER SURVE
sameer.surve@mid-day.com

CIVIC chief Bhushan Gagrani
on Wednesday said guidelines
for voting during the Assem-
bly elections would remain the
same as those for the Lok Sabha
polls. One of the rules that had
garnered opposition earlier
was use of mobile phones not
being allowed within 100 me-
tres of polling booths. “We dis-
cussed this with ECI but they
were clear that the rule stands,”
Gagrani said.

Gagrani held a press con-
ference about preparedness
for the Maharashtra Assem-
bly polls. The state will vote
on November 20. In light of
the issue of long queues at
polling stations during the
Lok Sabha polls, EC has de-
cided to reduce the number
%, of voters in each ward from
~ 1,500 to 1,250. The average
number of voters for
each booth will be 800
to 1,000. “We have
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BMC chief Bhushan Gagrani briefs media about
preparedness for Assembly election. PIC/ATUL KAMBLE

Be a smart voter

© Find information about
candidates on the Election
Commission's Know Your
Candidate app.

O Register complaints
about code of conduct
violations on the cVIGIL
app; you can also call 100.
© One can register or get
their names corrected on
the voter list till October 18

at https://voters.eci.gov.in
The voter helpline is

© 1950

Suburban and city residents
can call the toll-free numbers
18002682910 and
022-20822781 respectively

reduced number of voters
for every booth to avoid long
queues. So, regular booths
might be changed. Officers
will visit every household to
share information about poll-
ing booths,” Gagrani said. The
total number of polling sta-
tions in the city and suburbs
are 2,537 and 7,574 respectively.

NUMBER OF VOTERS (")

MUMBAI SUBURBAN | MUMBAI CITY
DISTRICT DISTRICT
WOMEN 35,61,587 11,71,808
MEN 40,85,550 13,62,224
THIRD GENDER 831 244
TOTAL 76,47,968 25,34,276
SR CITIZENS (85+) 93,448 54,063
FIRST-TIME VOTERS 1,22,919 37,894
DIFFERENTLYABLED | 17209  |6,334
SERVICE VOTERS 1,089 392
NRIS 1,867 406
POLLING STATION DATA m
MUMBAI MUMBAI CITY
SUBURBAN DISTRICT
DISTRICT
Polling stations in high-rises - 156
Polling stations in 553 100
housing societies
Polling stations in slums 229 313
Polling station on the 139 17
first floor
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Election officers to track

‘cash flights’ ahead of polls

Security agencies are instructed to monitor suspicious non-scheduled
flights, cash, and freebies in sensitive areas

A CORRESPONDENT
mailbag@mid-day.com

ELECTION officers will closely
monitor non-scheduled flights
toand from Mumbai to track po-
tential cash flow to candidates
and political parties ahead of the
upcoming Assembly election. A
meeting of all security and vig-
ilance agencies was held at the
BMC onTuesday, where instruc-
tions were issued to keep a strict
watch on the movement of cash,
liquor, and other freebies, espe-
cially in constituencies vulnera-
ble to such practices.

Ahead of the 2024 Assembly
election, all investigative and
enforcementagencies related to
law, order, and financial matters
in Mumbai attended the meet-
ing. During the session, civic
chiefand districtelection officer
Bhushan Gagrani instructed au-
thorities to take direct action in
suspicious cases involving mon-
ey exchanges, drug smuggling,
the sale of gold or silver, liquor,

Gagrani further
emphasised the need
for joint teams from the
relevant agencies to be
deployed at checkpoints
across Mumbai

E}\, ': (o

Officials from various agencies were present at the meeting; (inset)
BMC Commissioner Bhushan Gagrani addressing the meeting

and hawala transactions,
particularly in sensi-
tive constituencies.

Gagrani also di-
rected the Airport
Authority of India to
regularly provide infor-
mation about 'non-sched-
uled flights' to the Mumbai
police and the Income Tax De-
partment. He instructed the Re-
gional Transport Office (RTO)
to set up a dedicated control
room and urged all agencies to
appoint nodal officers to ensure
effective coordination.

Officials from the Income
Tax Department, State Excise,
Directorate of Enforcement,
Revenue Intelligence, central
and state GST departments,
Directorate General of GST In-

telligence, Customs, State
Level Bankers' Commit-
tee, Narcotics Control
Bureau, Financial In-
telligence Unit, as well
as representatives from
the RBI, Coast Guard,
Railway Protection Force,
Central Industrial Security
Force, Airports Authority of In-
dia, Civil Aviation Security, and
Mumbai Police, were present at
the meeting.

Gagrani further empha-
sised the need for joint teams
from the relevant agencies to
be deployed at checkpoints
across Mumbai. These teams
will closely monitor the city’s
borders, ports, beaches, air-
ports, and other transporta-
tion hubs.
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Letter to make
garden better

Locals, activists write to civic authorities
expressing concern over concreting of Bandra
Fort garden: ask for restoration to original

HEMAL ASHAR
hemal@mid-day.com

SEVERAL Bandra residents,
activists and people from
other areas too, have written
a letter to the BMC which was
handed over to the H/ West
office on Tuesday and emailed
to officials concerned from the
H/West ward and the Garden
Department, raising concerns
about “increased concretisa-
tion work and reduction of
greens observed at the Ban-
dra Fort garden, next to the
17th Century Heritage Bandra
Fort”, their letter, with 80 sig-
natories, stated at the outset.
Excerpts from the commu-
nication went on to say that,
“This has increased the heat,
making it difficult for citizens
who were frequent visitors to
this once-upon-a-time cool
and shady garden. The gar-
den was recently opened to
the public in the first week of
October with restricted tim-
ings. We are shocked to see
the drastic reduction of
greenery and the con-
creting work in the
garden. The new
garden is designed
in a completely
unsustainable way
and is anti-nature.”
The letter cites
what it says are a
number of changes made
to the garden, like: the once
green lawn (near the water-

30

No. of signatories
to the letter sent to,
authorities

There are several
suggestions towards the
end of the letter one of
which is to “restore it to
the original look/layout”
and, “to consult citizens
before executing such
projects by uploading the
detailed plan on the BMC
website"

videsverylittle shade. A simple
solution the letter said, was, “to
‘increase’ the number of indig-
enous trees that will result in
cooling the area even better
with more fruit-bearing trees
to attract birds; increasing
the number of shrubs, bushes,
flowering plants, adding gar-
den seats in the lawn without
addition of concrete would
have been more cost-effective,
economical, and aligning with
Mumbai’s Climate Action Plan.”
There are several suggestions
towards the end of the letter
one of which is to “restore
it to the original look/
layout” and, “to con-
sult citizens before
executing such pro-
jects by uploading
the detailed plan
on the BMC website,
giving us one month
to respond on whether
we approve or object to the
plan because such projects in-
volve taxpayers’ money.” Their

den was recently opened to
the public in the first week of
October with restricted tim-
ings. We are shocked to see
the drastic reduction of
greenery and the con-
creting work in the
garden. The new
garden is designed
in a completely
unsustainable way
and is anti-nature.”

The letter cites
what it says are a
number of changes made
to the garden, like: the once
green lawn (near the water-
front promenade) has been
replaced with concrete tiles
in which the blazing heat of
the sun is glaring to one's
eyes, the lack of shade in the
waterfront promenade, the
once bushy patch next to the
main amphitheatre stage has
beenreplaced by a concretised
structure which has increased
the heat in the amphitheatre.”
There are other concerns like,
“the lotus pond upstairs has
been removed.”

The letter goes on to talk
about the huge amounts spent
onall this, and instead of bring-
ing down temperatures it pro-

BEFORE J
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No. of signatories
to the letter sent to
authorities

economical, and aligning with
Mumbai’s Climate Action Plan.”
There are several suggestions
towards the end of the letter
one of which is to “restore
it to the original look/
layout” and, “to con-
sult citizens before
executing such pro-
jects by uploading
the detailed plan
on the BMC website,
giving us one month
to respond on whether

we approve or object to the
plan because such projects in-
volve taxpayers’ money.” Their
letter was accompanied by
some ‘before’ and ‘after’ pic-
tures with captions to illustrate
their points.

The other side

A senior BMC Garden De-
partment official stated, “We
have not added any concrete
or undertaken any extensive
concreting work, taking away
from the green. Some parts
needed a little repair and that
has been done. We are com-
mitted to adding green, even
seeing to it that more shrubs
are given in the area for opti-
mal greening.”

BEFORE |

The before and after pictures that locals attached with their letter
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EC reviews voter awareness
initiatives in Mumbai city

The multi-intervention initiative reaches out through different modes
and media to educate voters about the electoral process

THE Election Commission on
Monday conducted a review
of ongoing voter awareness
initiatives aimed at increas-
ing turnout in Mumbai city
on November 20 when poll-
ing will take place for the
288-member Maharashtra
assembly.

The initiatives have been
taken under the Systematic
Voter Education and Elector-
al Participation (SVEEP) pro-
gramme of the EC. It is a mul-
ti-intervention programme
that reaches out through
different modes and media
to educate voters about the
electoral process in order to
increase their awareness and
promote their informed par-
ticipation.

In a release, the Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Corpo-
ration said additional dis-
trict election officer Ashwini
Joshi conducted the review
on behalf of the DEO and
BMC commissioner Bhushan
Gagarani in a meeting held
at the civic headquarters in
south Mumbai.

Mumbai city's election

coordination officer and
additional district collector
Farogh Mukadam, SVEEP
Mumbai suburban district
coordinator and MMRDA
deputy commissioner Kiran
Mahajan, and Mumbai city
district coordinator and
deputy collector Vijaykumar
Suryavanshi were present at
the meeting, it said.

Mukadam highlighted the
comprehensive approach be-
ing implemented in collabo-
ration with government and
semi-government bodies to
increase voter awareness and
ensure their participation in
polling.

As per the release, officials
presented detailed updates
on initiatives, including the
display of hoardings, ban-
ners, posters, and standees at
public locations, government
offices, and bus stops. Aware-
ness campaigns were also
launched in prominent mar-
kets, commercial complexes,
and tourist spots through
street plays and flash mobs.

Additional DEO Joshi in-
structed that the initiatives

Officials presented detailed updates on initiatives,
including the display of hoardings, banners,
posters, and standees at public locations,
government offices and bus stops

Voter turnout in Mumbai has
remained consistently low over
the years. REPRESENTATION PIC/
SATEJ SHINDE

be expanded to reach all com-
munity segments, including
private companies, corpo-
rate sector, and unorganized
labour groups, and further
directed that the momentum
of SVEEP programme be in-
creased following Diwali to
enhance voter turnout.
Mumbai, where voter turn-
out has generally remained
low over the years, accounts
for 36 of the 288 assembly
seats in the state. Agencies



Voters to get

paid leave on
November 20

FPJ News Service

MUMBAI

The Mumbai district election
officer has said all establish-
ments, businesses and other
workplaces  within  the
Brihanmumbai limits are
mandated to grant leave to
their em ployees for voting on
November 20.

Violations to this directive
by emplovers will result in
action under the Election
Commission’s guidelines, dis-
trict election officer and BMC
Commissioner Bhushan
Gagrani said on Wednesday.

In cases where a full-day
leave is not feasible, at least a
four-hour leave may be
granted with prior approval
from the district election
officer, it said.

FREE PRESS

SINCE 1928

BMC chief shares
election programme

BMC Commissioner Bhushan Gagrani shared the
election programme for 36 constituencies in Mumbai
on Wednesday. Below are the key figures from the
BMC chief's presentation

IR ulkye

-

6,47,967

Registered voters

‘As per Election
Commission's directives,
mobile phones will not be
1 OOO tO allowed within 100 metres
3y of the voting booth. Voter
should refrain from
1 200 bringing their mobile
3 i ; ; ;
A ] P devices when casting their
yer .agc n‘um g ballots to help ensure a
voters per polling
booths

smooth and secure voting
experience'

October 19
Last date for new
voters to register
their names

32

Companies of
state reserve

police force
7,574
I . 15000
olling centres in gk

the city Civic
employees
currently
2'537 involved in
Polling centres in the the election
suburbs process
2,500 40,000-

Police officials to be
deployed 42 ,OOO

October 19 32
Last date for new \
voters to register Companies of
theirnames state reserve
police force
7,574
L . 15000
olling centres in i
the city Civic
employees
currently
2’537 involved in
Polling centres in the the election
suburbs process
2,500 40,000-
Police officials to be
deployed 42 ,OOO
Employees and officials
21,000 expected to be deployed
Number of police during voting gnd
personnel counting

Nov 20
Nov 23

Voting
Results

Male 4085550 13,62,224
Transgender 831 244

Senior citizens 93,448 54,063

| Spillyabled 17,209 6,3

Service voters 1,089 392
NRI 1,867 406
Helpline Mumbai Mumbai City
for Suburban Collector’s
voters Collector’s Office Office
1,950 1800262910 022-20822781

Election Control Room 7977363304
Text: Shefali Parab-Pandit |
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BMC chief

reviews poll
preparations

FPJ News Service
MUMBAI

As the polls draw near, BMC
chief Bhushan Gagrani, who
is also the district election
officer, has directed all law
enforcement and financial
investigative agencies to
strengthen vigilance and
enforce law and order.

He directed that each
organisationshould appoint a
nodal officer for effective
coordination, and instructed
close monitoring of activities
at Mumbais borders, ports,
coastlines, airports, and
transportation hubs.

Gagrani held a review
meeting on election prepara-
tions at the BMC head-
quarters on Tuesday. The
meeting included senior civic
officials, Special Inspector
General of Police
(Administration) Dr Aarti
Singh and Deputy Police
Commissioner (Law and
Order) Satya Narayan.
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